
 

 

Kansas State University – Spanish 550 (Spring 2021) 

Spanish 550: Hispanic Readings & Media 

Section A: MWF 10:30-11:20am, EH 223 

**Mon/Wed, synchronous, via zoom** Fridays, asynchronous, online** 

 

Dr. Rebecca M. Bender (rmbender@ksu.edu)  

Office: 107 Eisenhower Hall 

Office hours: Mondays & Wednesdays, 9-10am, and by appointment (via Zoom) 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course will focus on the critical study and analysis of literary texts in Spanish, paying particular 

attention to the development of analytic thinking, Reading, and writing skills in Spanish. We will study 

different literary genres and acquire the terminology and advanced vocabulary necessary to perform 

critical analyses and engage in advanced discussions. The course objectives revolve around literary 

analysis, oral expression and comprehension, written expression, and the reading of more complicated 

literary texts in Spanish.  

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES  
 

(1) Content: Become familiar with Spanish and Latin American literary texts and incorporate 

vocabulary relevant to cultural and literary analyses into spoken and written Spanish skills 

 

(2) Reading: You will read more extensive and complicated literary texts in this course in order to 

promote analytic reading and critical thinking skills in the Spanish language. Readings will cover 

several genres, including poetry, theater, narrative, and film (“readings”).  

 

(3) Literary Analysis: Learn basic processes and methodologies for analyzing literary texts, using 

appropriate vocabulary to discuss the specific characteristics of film, narrative, poetry, and theater. 

Based on careful readings, students will perform analyses of the texts, formulate and articulate a 

critical point of view (analytic thesis) in both written and spoken Spanish.  

 

(4) Written expression: Achieve more 

clear, controlled, and accurate use 

of the Spanish language by 

describing and narrating with more 

extensive detail and organization.  

 

(5) Oral (spoken) expression and 

comprehension (listening skills): 

Improve the clarity and accuracy of 

Spanish by describing and narrating 

more complex ideas through a 

broadened and specialized 

vocabulary, both in groups and 

individual conversations   

Remedios Varo, “Armonía” (1956) 
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REQUIRED BOOKS AND READINGS 

• En la ardiente oscuridad by Antonio Buero Vallejo. Stockcero, 2004. ISBN-10: 9871136161 

Available at K-State Union bookstore or for about $5-10.00 on Amazon.com. 

• Canvas: Please PRINT poetry readings and short stories from Canvas 

• a 3-ring binder  

 

EVALUATION 

• Engagement (homework, attendance, participation)  40% 

• Short analytic essays      20% 

• Midterm Exam      15% 

• Final Exam/Portfolio      25% 

 

At K-State the following grading scale is used. In this course, grades are distributed as follows: 

A  90.0-100: excellent, outstanding 

B  80-89.99: very good 

C  70-79.99: acceptable 

D  65-69.99: poor 

F    < 64.99: insufficient; failure 

XF  Violation of the K-State Honor Code (Academic Honesty)  

 

Engagement (homework and participation) (40%) 

You will have daily written homework in this class, which you will complete in a single GoogleDoc so 

that, by the end of the semester, you will have a complete “portfolio”. At times you will submit 

homework via Canvas, either prior to class or immediately after. Instructions for assignments will be 

posted in Canvas. “Engagement” consists of regular Monday-Wednesday Zoom attendance, active 

participation (camera on when possible; contributions in chat, breakout rooms, etc.), contributing to 

discussion by asking questions and offering your ideas, good faith effort to complete all readings and 

homework, and your periodic reflection on your progress, learning, questions, discoveries, ideas, 

strengths, and weaknesses.  

 

Short analytic essays (20%) 

Each unit you will write an analytic essay addressing a theme or question posed by the professor. You 

will carefully read and cite your selected text, incorporating appropriate vocabulary and an image. You 

will revise these essays as recommended by the professor for your final portfolio.  

 

Midterm Exam (15%): The midterm is an oral exam (speaking and listening skills) during week 10; it 

will center on your ability to read a text, analyze it, and articulate a clear, critical argument to the 

professor. The professor may ask you to answer additional questions or to elaborate your ideas. The 

exams will take place via Zoom – you will sign up for your 10-minute appointment that week – and there 

will be no regular class sessions. 

 

Final Project and Reflection (25%): Your final project will consist of your course portfolio, revised 

essays, a final reflection, and a final discussion with the professor.   

 

GENERAL COURSE POLICIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

• Deadlines – All deadlines appear on the syllabus. If you are absent, your work is still due on the 

date indicated. Speak with the professor to discuss extenuating circumstances. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/ardiente-oscuridad-Spanish-Antonio-Vallejo/dp/9871136161/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1467222170&sr=1-1&keywords=en+la+ardiente+oscuridad


 

 

• E-mail, GroupMe, communication: Communication with your professor is essential for success in 

college courses. Consult with me immediately if you have questions or concerns – via GroupMe, 

rmbender@ksu.edu, my office hours (Zoom, MW 10-11am), or set up a meeting time with me. 
 

• Movies – When possible, movies will be streaming via Swank, Netflix, etc. We will NOT watch 

movies in class; you must watch them BEFORE the class dedicated to their discussion. 
 

• Grammar and writing – Although this course does not focus explicitly on grammar, one of the 

objectives of the oral and written assignments is to improve your control of basic and advanced 

grammar structures and vocabulary. Revising and re-reading your written work to avoid and 

catch basic errors demonstrates high engagement and reflection. An excessive amount of 

careless errors reflects minimal engagement and scant reflection. 
 

• Dictionaries – Online dictionaries are encouraged, as opposed to translators, which can be 

unreliable without appropriate context. I encourage you to consult the following resources:  

o www.wordreference.com – Spanish/English; there are also discussion forums for common 

phrases, a verb conjugator, and a free App for your smartphone.  

o www.spanishdict.com – Spanish/English; similar to WordReference, but without discussion 

forums. It also provides a variety of informal and colloquial words (slang).  

o www.rae.es – Spanish/Spanish. Diccionario de la Real Academia Española. Especially useful 

for finding less common words in Spanish that may not have English equivalents.  
 

• Social Media: Social media can be very useful for academic purposes – especially in conversation 

and literature courses. Follow me on Twitter where I share articles and links related to my ongoing 

projects and current courses at Kansas State, or visit my blog 

(www.rebeccambender.wordpress.com) to learn more about my research.  

                           @rebeccadactyl  Course hashtag: #Span550KSU 

 

 
 

 

 

Tentative course schedule 
*** The professor reserves the right to change this schedule; updates provided via Canvas and/or in class*** 

 
(M-W: synchronous via Zoom, 10:30-11:20am     (F: asynchronous, online)  

1:         lunes 25 enero  miércoles 27 enero viernes 29 enero 

 

ZOOM:  

Presentación del curso 

ZOOM: Intro a la 

NARRATIVA, los cuentos: 

“Los dos reyes y los dos 

laberintos”, Jorge Luis Borges 

(Argentina) 

 

Canvas: “El encaje roto” Emilia 

Pardo Bazán (España). 

Discusssion board: Tu 1º post es 

para hoy; tu respuesta a un 

compañero es para el domingo.   

   

mailto:rmbender@ksu.edu
http://www.wordreference.com/
http://www.spanishdict.com/
http://www.rae.es/
http://www.rebeccambender.wordpress.com/


 

 

2:         lunes 1º feb  miércoles 3 feb viernes 5 feb 

 

ZOOM:  

“El encaje roto” Emilia Pardo 

Bazán (España) 

ZOOM:  

“El encaje roto” Emilia Pardo 

Bazán (España) 

Canvas: “Axolotl,” Julio 

Cortázar (Argentina) 

   

3:         lunes 8 feb miércoles 10 feb viernes 12 feb 

 

ZOOM:  

“Axolotl,” Julio Cortázar 

(Argentina) 

ZOOM:  

“Axolotl,” Julio Cortázar 

(Argentina) 

Canvas: Intro, Guerra Civil. 

“La lengua de las mariposas”, 

Manuel Rivas (España)  

   

4:         lunes 15 feb miércoles 17 feb viernes 19 feb 

 

ZOOM: “La lengua de las 

mariposas”, Manuel Rivas 

(España) 

ZOOM:  “La lengua de las 

mariposas”, Manuel Rivas 

(España) 

Canvas/Leer: “Sobre la película”  

Netflix: El silencio de los otros 

(Carracedo & Bahar, 2018) 

 

   

5:         lunes 22 feb miércoles 24 feb viernes 26 feb 

 

ZOOM: “La lengua de las 

mariposas” y El silencio de los 

otros (España) 

ZOOM: “La lengua de las 

mariposas” y El silencio de los 

otros (España) 

Canvas:  

Ensayo #1-Narrativa - TALLER 

 

   

6:         lunes 1º mar miércoles 3 mar viernes 5 mar 

 

ZOOM: Intro a LA POESÍA: 

Vocao poético “Amanecer”, Juan 

Ramón Jiménez (España) 

ZOOM: Versificación: 

“Perfección”, Jorge Guillén 

(España) 

Canvas: Comparar:  

“Amanecer” y “Perfección” 

entregar ensayo #1 

   

7:         lunes 8 mar miércoles 10 mar viernes 12 mar 

 

ZOOM: Metáforas: “Ballet de 

papel”, Claudio Rodríguez 

(España) 

 

ZOOM: Antítesis y dualidad: 

“A Julia de Burgos”, Julia de 

Burgos (Puerto Rico)  

Canvas: Preparación: Los 

sonetos  

   

8:         lunes 15 mar miércoles 17 mar viernes 19 mar 

 

ZOOM: Soneto XXIII, “En 

tanto que…”, Garcilaso de la 

Vega (España) 

ZOOM: Soneto CLXVI, 

“Mientras por competir…”, Luis 

de Góngora (España) 

Canvas: Comparar: Los sonetos 

renacentistas y barrocos 

(comparar; figuras retóricas) 

   

9:         lunes 22 mar miércoles 24 mar viernes 26 mar 

 

ZOOM: Poemas TBA (Canvas) 

Ensayo #2-Poesía- TALLER  

 

NO HAY CLASE 

Preparar para el examen parcial 

y terminar ensayo #2 

Preparar para el examen parcial 

y terminar el ensayo #2 

https://thesilenceofothers.com/castellano
https://www.netflix.com/us-es/title/81086605


 

 

   

10:         lunes 29 mar miércoles 31 mar viernes 2 abr 

 

Examen parcial – por cita via 

Zoom (no hay clase) 

 

Examen parcial – por cita via 

Zoom (no hay clase) 

 

Examen parcial – por cita via 

Zoom (no hay clase) 

entregar ensayo #2 

   

11:         lunes 5 abr miércoles 7 abr viernes 9 abr 

 

Canvas: El TEATRO: Vocab 

dramático. Contexto: En la 

ardiente oscuridad, Antonio 

Buero Vallejo (España, 1947-

50) 

ZOOM: En la ardiente 

oscuridad – acto I, parte 1 

ZOOM: En la ardiente 

oscuridad – acto I, parte 2  

 

   

12:         lunes 12 abr miércoles 14 abr viernes 16 abr 

 

ZOOM: Acto I, todo: Opinión 

y argumento (la moral de acero) 

 

ZOOM: En la ardiente 

oscuridad – acto II, parte 1 

NO HAY CLASE  

¡QUE DESCANSEN! 

 

   

13:         lunes 19 abr miércoles 21 abr viernes 23 abr 

 

ZOOM: En la ardiente 

oscuridad – acto II, parte 2 

ZOOM: En la ardiente 

oscuridad – acto III, parte 1 

 

Canvas: Acto III: Predicciones 

 

   

14:         lunes 26 abr miércoles 28 abr viernes 30 abr 

 

ZOOM: En la ardiente 

oscuridad – acto III, parte 2 

ZOOM: En la ardiente 

oscuridad – conclusión e 

interpretaciones 

 

Canvas: Acto III: Síntesis 

 

 

15:         lunes 3 mayo  miércoles 2 mayo viernes 4 mayo 

 

ZOOM: En la ardiente 

oscuridad – conclusión e 

interpretaciones. Ensayo #3 

 

ZOOM: Ensayo #3 - TALLER Examen y preparación – 

Portfolio Final  

entregar ensayo #3 

 

Fecha límite, portfolio final – lunes, 10 de mayo (antes de las 5:00 de la tarde) 



 

 

KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
 

Academic Dishonesty: Kansas State University has an Honor System based on personal integrity, which is 

presumed to be sufficient assurance that, in academic matters, one's work is performed honestly and without 

unauthorized assistance. Undergraduate and graduate students, by registration, acknowledge the jurisdiction of 

the Honor System (www.k-state.edu/honor). The policies and procedures of the Honor System apply to all full 

and part-time students enrolled in undergraduate and graduate courses on-campus, off-campus, and via distance 

learning. A component vital to the Honor System is the inclusion of the Honor Pledge which applies to all 

assignments, examinations, or other course work undertaken by students. The Honor Pledge is implied, whether 

or not it is stated: "On my honor, as a student, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this 
academic work." A grade of XF can result from a breach of academic honesty. The F indicates failure in the 

course; the X indicates the reason is an Honor Pledge violation. 
 

Academic dishonesty, as defined by the Honor System, includes, but is not limited to: 
 Turning in work that you have purchased, been given, or that another person has done; 
 Turning in a paper for which you have received excessive assistance from a tutor/friend; 
 Turning in someone else’s work that you have downloaded or copied from the Internet; 
 Including others’ ideas in your work without giving credit (i.e. including correct citation); 
 Using an Internet translator or other electronic translator, or having a Spanish-speaking friend of 

family member translate your written assignments to Spanish. 
 

Academic Accommodations: Students with disabilities who need classroom accommodations, access to 

technology, or information about emergency building/campus evacuation processes should contact the Student 

Access Center and/or their instructor.  Services are available to students with a wide range of physical or 

learning disabilities, medical conditions, attention deficit disorder, depression, and anxiety.  Contact the Student 

Access Center at accesscenter@k-state.edu, 202 Holton Hall, 785-532-6441. 
 

Expectations for Classroom Conduct: All student activities in the University, including this course, are 

governed by the Student Judicial Conduct Code as outlined in the Student Governing Association By Laws, 

Article V, Section 3, number 2. Students who engage in behavior that disrupts the learning environment may be 

asked to leave the class. 

 

Face Coverings: To protect the health and safety of the K-State community, students, faculty, staff, and visitors 

must wear face coverings over their mouths and noses while on K-State campuses in all hallways, public spaces, 

classrooms, and other common areas of campus buildings, and when in offices or other work spaces or outdoor 

settings when 6-feet social distancing cannot be maintained. All students, faculty, and staff are required to take 

the COVID-19 and Face Mask Safety training. Employees who need reasonable accommodations related to 

required face coverings may contact the ADA coordinator at charlott@k-state.edu, and students may contact the 

Student Access Center at accesscenter@k-state.edu. In classrooms, faculty have the right to deny a student 

entry into the room if the student is not wearing a face covering. Students not wearing a face covering will 

be reminded to do so and offered a clean face covering, if one is available. If the student does not comply, 

the faculty member will ask the student to leave the space, and if available, join the class remotely. As a 

last resort, campus police will be called. The faculty members will complete the Code of Conduct form and the 

Office of Student Life will look into the issue and take the non-compliance with the request to leave into 

consideration of further accountability measures. At no point should the professor or students put themselves 

into an unsafe situation attempting to enforce the face-covering policy. Manhattan campus police: 785-532-6412 

http://www.k-state.edu/honor
http://www.k-state.edu/accesscenter/
http://www.k-state.edu/accesscenter/
mailto:accesscenter@k-state.edu?subject=Student%20Accommodation
https://www.k-state.edu/sga/judicial/
https://www.k-state.edu/sga/old_files/sgadocs/ByLaws.pdf
mailto:charlott@k-state.edu
mailto:accesscenter@k-state.edu

