
Kansas State University – Spanish 735 (Fall 2019) 

Gender and the City in 20th-Century Spain 

Tues/Th: 2:30-3:45 pm, EH 212 

 

Dr. Rebecca M. Bender (rmbender@ksu.edu)  

Office: 107 Eisenhower Hall 

Office hours: Monday 11am-12pm, Wednesday 2:30-3:30pm, and by appointment 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

This course focuses on the representation of gender, sexuality, and the urban sphere in the literary and 

cultural production of 20th-century Spain (literature, art, film, media). We will pay attention to how 

urban (vs. rural) spaces paradoxically create opportunities for free expression and the challenging of 

norms, while they may simultaneously reinforce or promote dominant narratives and identities in 

individual and collective contexts. Course objectives include:  

 Identify and define the historical and cultural constructions of traditional paradigms of gender and 

sexuality in 20th-century Spain.  

 Analyze literary representations of men/women, masculinity/femininity, and hegemonic/peripheral 

sexualities, identities, and voices in Spanish literature, film, and art. Compare the vision of gender 

presented by each work and relate it to the historical era’s dominant aesthetic trends and cultural issues.  

 Analyze the role of the modern city (urban sphere) versus the traditional pueblo (rural) in the formation 

and expression of individual/collective identities  

 Evaluate and synthesize authors’ and artists’ attempts to (re)imagine, challenge, and, in some cases, 

reinforce traditional gendered identities in literature and film.  

 Express – in both written and spoken Spanish – personal interpretations supported with logical literary and 

historical evidence, in a clear and effective way. Write and present critical analyses for diverse audiences: 

the professor, classmates, university community, common readers, etc. 
 

 

 
 

MATERIALS: 

 La rampa, Carmen de Burgos (1917). Ed. de Susan Larson, Stockcero, 2006.  

 La trampa del arenal, Margarita Nelken (1923). Editorial Castalia, 2000.  

 La Venus mecánica, José Díaz Fernández (1929). Ed. de C. de Vicente Hernando, Stockcero, 2006.  

 Critical articles, short stories, poetry, and movie links on Canvas.  
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EVALUATION: 

 Participation and preparation   25%  

 Short essays and homework   20%  

 Class Presentation    10%  

 Midterm      15%  

 Final Project     30%  
 

A  90 – 100  outstanding; excellent  

B  80 – 89.99  very good 

C  70 – 79.99   acceptable; ok 

D  60 – 69.99   poor 

F  < 59.9   insufficient; failure 
 

Graduate vs. Undergraduate grades:  

There are different expectations in terms of the extension and development (degree of difficulty or 

profundity) in the assignments of undergraduate and graduate students.  

 

Participation and Preparation (25%) 

This grade is not only based on attendance (which is obligatory), but also on active participation in 

class discussions and activities. You are allowed 2 absences (1 week) during the semester, no questions 

asked, with no penalty; with the third absence, you will lose 5 points off your final grade per absence. 

Active participation includes:  

 Use of Spanish with the professor and classmates, speaking in groups and class discussions  

 Preparation (reading all texts assigned; writing comments; taking notes; preparing questions; 

looking up unknown essential words; finishing all homework) 

 Mini-quizzes, announced or unannounced  

 You are responsible for evaluating your own participation; you will turn in your grade 4 times 

during the semester and the professor will approve/modify your grade and provide feedback.   

 

Short essays and homework (20%) 

You will several short essays, both formal (1-page max; with an analytic thesis supported by concise 

textual evidence; grammatical accuracy) and informal (1-page max; brainstorming, reactions, 

connections; grammar practice, in the style of a journal). Regular homework will be collected at 

random, and grades can range from 5-20 points.  

 

Class presentation (10%) 

On a date of your choosing, you will give a short presentation to the class on one of the books or 

cultural concepts we will be working with that day. The goal is for you to begin class and offer new 

information in a creative way. It may be possible to work with a partner.  

 

Midterm (15%): The midterm will take place during week 10 of the semester. Instructions TBA.   

 

Final Project (30%):  

Your final project – creative and non-traditional – will consist of literary analysis, secondary research 

(literary, cultural, or historical studies), and the written synthesis of themes discussed in the course. 

You may have the option to present this project at the Gender & Sexuality in Kansas Conference at 

Wichita State University on Friday, March 13, 2020 (mark your calendar!). Details TBA in Canvas. If 

you prefer, you may talk to the professor about a traditional research paper (10-12 page MLA style).  

** A note on final project grades: As culminating assessments, final projects must meet requirements 

of an A, B, or C. Projects below C-level will receive a zero. Additionally, grades will not be rounded 

up (in cases of 78, 89, etc.) unless the final project grade falls well into the higher letter grade.  



GENERAL COURSE POLICIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

 Deadlines – All deadlines appear on the syllabus. If you are absent, your work is still due on the 

date indicated. If you cannot attend class, you should email your assignment by class meeting time. 

You will lose one letter grade for each day an assignment is late.  

Quizzes and exams: There are no make-ups. Pay attention to the dates on the syllabus. If you miss 

an unannounced quiz, you may speak with the professor to discuss an alternative. 
 

 

 E-mail and communication: Communication with your professor is essential for success in 

college level courses. Consult with me immediately if you have questions or concerns about the 

course or your progress – email (rmbender@ksu.edu) or stop by my office (EH 107). I usually 

respond quickly, though if you email me after 8pm you may not receive a response until the next 

day; on weekends (Fri. 5pm – Sun. 5pm) a response could take 12-24 hours.  
 

 

 Movies – When possible, movies will be available streaming on Swank (K-State), Netflix, Hulu, 

Amazon, etc., but in some cases a DVD will be reserved with the library or professor. We will 

NOT watch movies in class; you must watch them BEFORE the class dedicated to their discussion. 
 

 

 Grammar and writing – Although this course does not focus explicitly on grammar, one of the 

objectives of the oral and written assignments is to improve your control of basic and advanced 

grammar structures and vocabulary. You are responsible for revising your written work and 

avoiding basic errors. An excessive amount of grammatical errors may result in the loss of 1-2 

letter grades (up to 20 points) from the writing assignment.  
 

 

 Dictionaries – Online translators are prohibited and their use will be considered a violation of 

the Academic Honesty code. Online dictionaries are not the same as instant translators, and in fact 

you are encouraged to consult the following online resources:  

o www.wordreference.com – Spanish/English; there are also discussion forums for common 

phrases, a verb conjugator, and a free App for your smartphone.  

o www.spanishdict.com – Spanish/English; similar to WordReference, but without discussion 

forums. It also provides a variety of informal and colloquial words (slang).  

o www.rae.es – Spanish/Spanish. Diccionario de la Real Academia Española. Especially useful 

for finding less common words in Spanish that may not have English equivalents.  
 

 

 Social Media: Social media can be very useful for academic purposes – especially in conversation 

and literature courses. Follow me on Twitter where I share articles and links related to my ongoing 

projects and current courses at Kansas State, or visit my blog 

(www.rebeccambender.wordpress.com) to learn more about my research.  

                           @rebeccadactyl  Course hashtag: #GeneroCiudadKSU 
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KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
 

Academic Dishonesty:  
Kansas State University has an Honor System based on personal integrity, which is presumed to be sufficient 

assurance that, in academic matters, one's work is performed honestly and without unauthorized assistance. 

Undergraduate and graduate students, by registration, acknowledge the jurisdiction of the Honor System 

(www.k-state.edu/honor). The policies and procedures of the Honor System apply to all full and part-time 

students enrolled in undergraduate and graduate courses on-campus, off-campus, and via distance learning. A 

component vital to the Honor System is the inclusion of the Honor Pledge which applies to all assignments, 

examinations, or other course work undertaken by students. The Honor Pledge is implied, whether or not it is 

stated: "On my honor, as a student, I have neither given nor received unauthorized aid on this academic work." 

A grade of XF can result from a breach of academic honesty. The F indicates failure in the course; the X 

indicates the reason is an Honor Pledge violation. 
 

Academic dishonesty, as defined by the Honor System, includes, but is not limited to: 
 Turning in work that you have purchased, been 

given, or that another person has done; 
 Turning in a paper for which you have received 

excessive assistance from a tutor/friend; 
 Turning in someone else’s work that you have 

downloaded or copied from the Internet; 
 Including others’ ideas in your work without 

giving credit (i.e. including correct citation); 
 Using an Internet translator or other 

electronic translator, or having a Spanish-

speaking friend of family member translate 

your written assignments to Spanish. 
 

Concealed Carry Statement  
Under the Weapons Policy, individuals who carry a concealed handgun must have the handgun on or about their 

person at all times. Backpacks are appropriate for carrying a handgun as long as the backpack remains within 

the exclusive and uninterrupted control of the individual. A backpack or other bag used to carry a handgun must 

be within the immediate reach of the individual. Before bringing a concealed carry handgun into a University 

building, individuals who choose to carry a concealed handgun in a bag, etc., should consider whether or not 

they may be required to be separated from their handgun, such as being asked to go to the front of a classroom 

or to store bags in a particular area in a lab or exam room. ** In this class, students will regularly participate 

in activities like group work, board-work, or performing short skits or role-plays. These activities may 

require students to either be separated from their bags or be prepared to keep their bags with them at all 

times during such activities. A student who carries a concealed handgun in a backpack or a bag may take 

steps to conceal the handgun on his or her person before arriving, or otherwise plan accordingly. Students 

are encouraged to take the online weapons policy education module to ensure they understand the requirements 

related to concealed carry: http://www.k-state.edu/police/weapons/index.html.  
 

Academic Accommodations: Students with disabilities who need classroom accommodations, access to 

technology, or information about emergency building/campus evacuation processes should contact the Student 

Access Center and/or their instructor.  Services are available to students with a wide range of physical or 

learning disabilities, medical conditions, attention deficit disorder, depression, and anxiety.  If you are a student 

enrolled in courses at the Manhattan campus, contact the Student Access Center at accesscenter@k-state.edu, 

202 Holton Hall, 785-532-6441. 
 

University Policy on Sexual Harassment:  KSU prohibits sexual harassment, defined as any behavior, which, 

through inappropriate sexual content or disparagement of members of either sex, interferes with an individual’s 

work or learning environment. It will not be tolerated in any fashion in this course, nor will any other sort of 

discrimination based on race, national origin, disability or other grounds. 

http://www.k-state.edu/honor
http://www.k-state.edu/police/weapons/index.html
http://www.k-state.edu/accesscenter/
mailto:accesscenter@k-state.edu?subject=Student%20Accommodation


HORARIO TENTATIVO DEL CURSO 
 

*** The professor reserves the right to change this schedule and the readings during the semester.  

In case of modifications, an update will be provided via Canvas and/or in class***  

 

wk fecha en clase discutiremos:  

1 M, 27 ago Presentación del curso; sílabo; literatura y análisis. 

Definición de términos y marcos teóricos.  

“¿Qué es ‘el género’?” ¿Qué es una ‘ciudad’?” 

 J, 29 ago La modernidad y la ciudad española  

Cine: Metrópolis (dir. Fritz Lang, Alemana, 1927) 

 

2 M, 3 sept Madrid y la vanguardia (1910-20s)  
Cine: El misterio de la Puerta del Sol (1929); Ramón; los “-ismos”; tertulias 

 J, 5 sept El surrealismo: Freud; Cuerpo exquisito; Breton, Lorca, Dalí 

Cine: “Un chien andalou” (dir. Buñuel y Dalí, 1929) 

 

3 M, 10 sept “Las Sinsombrero, Introducción” (Tánia Ballo, 2016) 

Documental: Imprescindibles: Las Sinsombrero (RTVE, 2017); Sitio interactivo: Las 

simsombrero y la Generación ‘27; Pintura: Mallo, Santos, Blanchard 

 J, 12 sept La novela social: La esfera pública y la privada   

La rampa, (Carmen de Burgos, 1917) 

 

4 M, 17 sept La rampa 

 J, 19 sept La rampa 

 

5 M, 24 sept La rampa 

 J, 26 sept (no hay clase) Leer La rampa y pensar en ideas para tu proyecto final 

 

6 M, 1º oct La rampa 

 J, 3 oct La rampa 

 

7 M, 8 oct La rampa (1921), selecciones: Kiosk Literature of Silver Age Spain. Modernity and 

Mass Culture, Zamostny & Larson (2017)  

 J, 10 oct El trabajo: La mujer moderna y el ángel del hogar 
La trampa del arenal (Margarita Nelken, 1923) 

 

8 M, 15 oct La trampa del arenal  

 J, 17 oct La trampa del arenal 

 

9 M, 22 oct La trampa del arenal  

 J, 24 oct La trampa del arenal. Selecciones: La condición social de la mujer en España (Nelken, 

1921) y La mujer moderna y sus derechos (Carmen de Burgos, 1927) 

 

10 M, 29 oct La narrativa vanguardista-comprometida 

La venus mecánica (José Díaz Fernández, 1929) 

 J, 31 oct examen parcial: 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-I9FD21k7Cs
http://www.rtve.es/alacarta/videos/el-misterio-de-la-puerta-del-sol/misterio-puerta-del-sol-ultimo-dia-pompeyo/1571028/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=054OIVlmjUM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DXwgReVkrtQ
http://www.rtve.es/lassinsombrero/es
http://www.rtve.es/lassinsombrero/es


11 M, 5 nov La venus mecánica 

 J, 7 nov La venus mecánica 

 

12 L, 12 nov La venus mecánica 

 J, 14 nov La venus mecánica 

 

13 M, 19 nov La literatura “frívola” y sicalíptica, 1920-30s 

Álvaro Retana y la literatura kioska 

 J, 21 nov Cultures of the Erotic. Spain 1898-1939, Maite Zubiaurre (2011): Virtual 

Wunderkammer, galería de imágenes, novellas, ensayos  

 

  

25-29 nov 
 

Vacaciones – Día de acción de gracias  

 

14 M, 3 dic Madrid y la Guerra Civil (1936-39): poesía y arte 

Las 13 Rosas (dir. Emilio Martínez-Lázaro, 2007) 

 J, 5 dic Las 13 Rosas 

 

15 M, 10 dic Hoy: Tierra de mujeres, María Sánchez (2019); Tsunami: Miradas feministas (Ed. Marta 

Sanz, 2019): Presentación del libro: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3o8QW9-4jA  

 J, 12 dic Conclusión del curso 

 

 

Examen final: Thursday, Dec. 19, 9:40-11:30am  

 

http://sicalipsis.humnet.ucla.edu/
http://sicalipsis.humnet.ucla.edu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3o8QW9-4jA

