
Kansas State University – Spanish 550 (Spring 2019) 

Introduction to Literature in Spanish 

Section A: MWF 11:30-12:20 pm, EH 224 

Section B: MWF 12:30-1:20pm, EH 126 

 

Dr. Rebecca M. Bender (rmbender@ksu.edu)  

Office: 107 Eisenhower Hall 

Office hours: Monday 10-11am, Wednesday 2:30-3:30pm, and by appointment 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course will focus on the critical study and analysis of literary texts in Spanish, paying 

particular attention to the development of analytic thinking, Reading, and writing skills in 

Spanish. We will study different literary genres and acquire the terminology and advanced 

vocabulary necessary to perform critical analyses and engage in advanced discussions. The 

course objectives revolve around literary analysis, oral expression and comprehension, written 

expression, and the reading of more complicated literary texts in Spanish.  

 

COURSE OBJETIVES  

(1) Content: Become familiar with Spanish and Latin American literary texts and incorporate 

vocabulary relevant to cultural and literary analyses into spoken and written Spanish skills 

 

(2) Reading: You will read more extensive and complicated literary texts in this course in order 

to promote analytic reading and critical thinking skills in the Spanish language. Readings will 

cover several genres, including poetry, theater, narrative, and film (“readings”).  

 

(3) Literary Analysis: Learn basic processes and methodologies for analyzing literary and non-

literary texts, using appropriate vocabulary to discuss the specific characteristics of film, 

narrative, poetry, and theater. Based on careful readings, students will perform analyses of 

the texts, formulate and articulate a critical point of view (analytic thesis) in both written and 

spoken Spanish.  

 

(4) Written expression: Achieve 

more clear, controlled, and 

accurate use of the Spanish 

language by describing and 

narrating with more extensive 

detail and organization.  

 

(5) Oral (spoken) expression and 

comprehension (listening skills): 

Improve the clarity and accuracy of 

Spanish by describing and 

narrating more complex ideas 

through a broadened and 

specialized vocabulary, both in 

groups and individual 

conversations  
  pintura:   Remedios Varo, “Armonía” (1956) 

                 nacida en España; exiliada a México 

mailto:rmbender@ksu.edu


REQUIRED BOOKS AND READINGS 

 En la ardiente oscuridad by Antonio Buero Vallejo. Stockcero, 2004. ISBN-10: 9871136161 

/ ISBN-13: 978-9871136162. Available at K-State Union bookstore and Amazon.com. 

 Printed readings (cuentos/poesía): You must PRINT ALL readings available in 

Canvas. You may NOT bring electronic texts to class, given that the course goal is to 

analyze texts based on a close-reading – it is always necessary to underline, highlight, or 

otherwise mark your text while you read. For these reasons, plan to budget sufficiently so 

that you are able to print the required materials for class. 

 a 3-ring binder  

 

EVALUATION 

 Participation     15%  

 Daily homework, quizzes   15% 

 Short analytic essays    35% 

 Midterm Exam    15% 

 Project and presentation   20% 

 

At K-State the following grading scale is used. In this course, grades are distributed as follows: 

A  90.0-100: excellent, outstanding 

B  80-89.99: very good 

C  70-79.99: acceptable 

D  65-69.99: poor 

F    < 64.99: insufficient; failure 

XF  Violation of the K-State Honor Code (Academic Honesty)  

 

Participation (15%) 
The participation grade is not only based on attendance (which is obligatory), but also on the 

active participation in class discussions and activities on a daily basis.  

Active class participation includes: 

 The use of Spanish (not English!) with the professor and classmates (The most important 

thing is that you speak in Spanish; you earn participation points for speaking and 

conversing to the best of your abilities, not for grammatical accuracy)  

 Preparation (completing readings; writing complete answers and finishing daily 

homework; asking questions; looking up new words in the dictionary before class).  

 You are responsible for grading your own participation: you will turn in your grade 4 

times during the semester (Participation Sheet in Canvas). Each class is worth 5 points.  

Attendance policy: 

 Attendance is mandatory – you may miss three (3) classes without losing points on your 

final grade, but you will lose points for participation, according to that policy. **This 

policy is especially enforced given that additional “no class” days this semester due to 

Dr. Bender’s research trips.** See calendar for these days and plan accordingly.  

 You will lose 5% from your final grade for each missed class after the first 3. The 

limit of absences is 6 – with the 7th absence you receive an F, no exceptions.  

 You must always turn in homework for a missed class, IF YOU WANT TO EARN 

PARTICIPATION POINTS. You may earn 70% of your participation grade (3.5/5) by 

turning in, on the day you return, the homework that was due the day of your absence. If 

you choose not to turn in homework, your participation grade will be 0 for that day.  

https://www.amazon.com/ardiente-oscuridad-Spanish-Antonio-Vallejo/dp/9871136161/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1467222170&sr=1-1&keywords=en+la+ardiente+oscuridad


Daily homework, quizzes (15%) 
So that you are best prepared to discus and analyze the readings and literature each day, there 

will be daily homework in this class. Each reading will be accompanied by discussion questions 

(in Canvas) that will prepare you to participate in class discussions, share your ideas, and ask 

questions. Homework expectations are as follows:  
 

 Answer all parts of each questions with information or quotations that you believe 

soul be presented and discussed with classmates.  

 Develop your ideas in several complete sentences; not only in 1 sentence or bullets.  

 Use relevant literary vocabulary in your responses.  

 Support your ideas with textual evidence, including page numbers or versos. 

 If you do not understand or know how to answer a question, prepare some questions 

regarding these challenges or confusions.  

 Write attentively and revise answers to eliminate basic errors and improve writing. 

The professor will collect homework periodically in order to comment on your responses, give 

you feedback, and assign a grade (based on both the content (ideas) and form (grammar, 

vocabulary) of your writing. You will have about 10-12 homework grades throughout the 

semester and they will be evaluated on a scale of 0-10. Homework with many basic grammar 

errors cannot fulfill requirements for A-B (8-10) and will earn a maximum of C (7).  

Quizzes will be announced or unannounced – there are no make-ups.  

NO LATE HOMEWORK IS ACCEPTED! 

 

 

Short analytic essays (35% ) 
You will write several short critical essays in which you will focus on the articulation of an 

original argument with an analytic thesis that you support with textual evidence. All short essays 

will contain a descriptive title and an image. There will be a writing workshop (Taller de 

escritura) in class with each assignment. In each taller you will work with a classmate to refine 

your ideas, revise your written Spanish, and ensure that you have an original, analytic thesis. 

 ** You may not miss a writing workshop. ** If you are absent, you will lose 10 points from 

your essay grade, in addition to receiving a zero (0) for participation. 

 

Midterm Exam (15%): Your midterm exam will be an oral (speaking and listening skills) and 

center on your ability to read a text, analyze it, and articulate a clear, critical argument to the 

professor. The professor may ask you to answer additional questions or to elaborate your ideas.  

 

Final Creative Project (or Book Report) and Oral Presentation (20%): You will work on either 

a creative project or a book report throughout the semester – either individually or with a partner – 

and present your work orally at the end of the term. Your decision must be approved by the 

professor by Spring Break. You (individually, not your group) will also turn in a written paper 

according to the instructions that accompany your chosen project on the day of your project 

presentation. There will be periodic assignments and deadlines throughout the semester, which will 

be announced in class and on Canvas. 

 



GENERAL COURSE POLICIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

 Deadlines – All deadlines appear on the syllabus. If you are absent, your assignment is still 

due on the date indicated and, if you cannot attend class, you should email me your 

assignment no later than our class meeting time. If you do not send your assignment, you will 

lose one letter grade for each day it is late.  

Quizzes and exams: There are no make-ups. Pay attention to the dates on the syllabus. If 

you missed an unannounced quiz, you may speak with the professor to discuss an alternative. 
 

 

 E-mail and communication: Communication with your professor is essential for success in 

college level courses. Consult with me immediately if you have questions or concerns about 

the course or your progress – send me an email (rmbender@ksu.edu) or stop by my office 

(EH 107). Typically I respond quickly, however if you email me after 8:00pm it is possible 

that you will not receive a response until the next morning; on weekends (Fri. 5pm – Sun. 

5pm) a response could take 12-24 hours.  
 

 

 Movies – Movies will be available on Swank (K-State) via a link in Canvas, or they will be 

available on Netflix, Hulu, Amazon, or another streaming site. We will NOT watch movies 

in class. You must watch movies BEFORE the class dedicated to their discussion. 
 

 

 Grammar and writing – Although this course does not focus explicitly on grammar, one of 

the objectives of the oral and written assignments is to improve your control of basic and 

advanced grammar structures and vocabulary. You are responsible for revising your 

written work and avoiding basic errors. An excessive amount of grammatical errors may 

result in the loss of 1-2 letter grades (up to 20 points) from the writing assignment.  
 

 

 Dictionaries – Online translators are prohibited and their use will be considered a 

violation of the Academic Honesty code. Online dictionaries are not the same as instant 

translators, and in fact you are encouraged to consult the following online resources:  

o www.wordreference.com – Spanish/English; there are also discussion forums for 

common phrases, a verb conjugator, and a free App for your smartphone.  

o www.spanishdict.com – Spanish/English; similar to WordReference, but without 

discussion forums. It also provides a variety of informal and colloquial words (slang).  

o www.rae.es – Spanish/Spanish. Diccionario de la Real Academia Española. Especially 

useful for finding less common words in Spanish that may not have English equivalents.  
 

 

 Social Media: Social media can be very useful for academic purposes – especially in 

conversation and literature courses. Follow me on Twitter where I share articles and links 

related to my ongoing projects and current courses at Kansas State, or visit my blog 

(www.rebeccambender.wordpress.com) to learn more about my research.  

                           @rebeccadactyl  Course hashtag: #Span550KSU 

 

 

mailto:rmbender@ksu.edu
http://www.wordreference.com/
http://www.spanishdict.com/
http://www.rae.es/
http://www.rebeccambender.wordpress.com/


KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
 

Academic Dishonesty:  
Kansas State University has an Honor System based on personal integrity, which is presumed to be 

sufficient assurance that, in academic matters, one's work is performed honestly and without unauthorized 

assistance. Undergraduate and graduate students, by registration, acknowledge the jurisdiction of the 

Honor System (www.k-state.edu/honor). The policies and procedures of the Honor System apply to all 

full and part-time students enrolled in undergraduate and graduate courses on-campus, off-campus, and 

via distance learning. A component vital to the Honor System is the inclusion of the Honor Pledge which 

applies to all assignments, examinations, or other course work undertaken by students. The Honor Pledge 

is implied, whether or not it is stated: "On my honor, as a student, I have neither given nor received 

unauthorized aid on this academic work." A grade of XF can result from a breach of academic honesty. 

The F indicates failure in the course; the X indicates the reason is an Honor Pledge violation. 
 

Academic dishonesty, as defined by the Honor System, includes, but is not limited to: 
 Turning in work that you have purchased, been 

given, or that another person has done; 
 Turning in a paper for which you have received 

excessive assistance from a tutor/friend; 
 Turning in someone else’s work that you have 

downloaded or copied from the Internet; 
 Including others’ ideas in your work without 

giving credit (i.e. including correct citation); 
 Using an Internet translator or other 

electronic translator, or having a Spanish-

speaking friend of family member translate 

your written assignments to Spanish. 
 

Concealed Carry Statement  
Under the Weapons Policy, individuals who carry a concealed handgun must have the handgun on or 

about their person at all times. Backpacks are appropriate for carrying a handgun as long as the backpack 

remains within the exclusive and uninterrupted control of the individual. A backpack or other bag used to 

carry a handgun must be within the immediate reach of the individual. Before bringing a concealed carry 

handgun into a University building, individuals who choose to carry a concealed handgun in a bag, etc., 

should consider whether or not they may be required to be separated from their handgun, such as being 

asked to go to the front of a classroom or to store bags in a particular area in a lab or exam room. ** In 

this class, students will regularly participate in activities like group work, board-work, or 

performing short skits or role-plays. These activities may require students to either be separated 

from their bags or be prepared to keep their bags with them at all times during such activities. A 

student who carries a concealed handgun in a backpack or a bag may take steps to conceal the 

handgun on his or her person before arriving, or otherwise plan accordingly. Students are 

encouraged to take the online weapons policy education module to ensure they understand the 

requirements related to concealed carry: http://www.k-state.edu/police/weapons/index.html.  
 

Academic Accommodations: Students with disabilities who need classroom accommodations, access to 

technology, or information about emergency building/campus evacuation processes should contact the 

Student Access Center and/or their instructor.  Services are available to students with a wide range of 

physical or learning disabilities, medical conditions, attention deficit disorder, depression, and anxiety.  If 

you are a student enrolled in courses at the Manhattan campus, contact the Student Access Center at 

accesscenter@k-state.edu, 202 Holton Hall, 785-532-6441. 
 

University Policy on Sexual Harassment:  KSU prohibits sexual harassment, defined as any behavior, 

which, through inappropriate sexual content or disparagement of members of either sex, interferes with an 

individual’s work or learning environment. It will not be tolerated in any fashion in this course, nor will 

any other sort of discrimination based on race, national origin, disability or other grounds. 

http://www.k-state.edu/honor
http://www.k-state.edu/police/weapons/index.html
http://www.k-state.edu/accesscenter/
mailto:accesscenter@k-state.edu?subject=Student%20Accommodation


TENTATIVE COURSE SCHEDULE 

*** The professor reserves the right to change this schedule and the readings during the 

semester. In case of modifications, an update will be provided via Canvas and/or in class***  

 

 fecha en clase discutiremos:  
 L, 21 enero No hay clase – Día de Martin Luther King Jr. 

1 M, 23 enero Presentación del curso; sílabo; literatura y análisis. 
 V, 25 enero Introducción, narrativa. Vocabulario narrativo.   

“Los dos reyes y los dos laberintos”, Jorge Luis Borges (Argentina) 

 

 L, 28 enero “Espuma y nada más”, Hernando Téllez (Colombia) 

2 M, 30 enero “Axolotl”, Julio Cortázar (Argentina) 
 V, 1º febrero “Axolotl”, Julio Cortázar (Argentina) (T) 

 

 L, 4 febrero “El encaje roto”, Emilia Pardo Bazán (España) 

3 M, 6 febrero “El encaje roto”, Emilia Pardo Bazán (España) (T) 
 V, 8 febrero No hay clase – Completar la tarea en Canvas 

 

 L, 11 febrero No hay clase – Pensar en tu proyecto final y leer “Fátima...” para miér. 

4 M, 13 febrero “Fátima de los naufragios”, Lourdes Ortiz (España) 
 V, 15 febrero “Fátima de los naufragios”, Lourdes Ortiz (España) (T) 

**Entregar: hoja de participación 1-4 

 

 L, 18 febrero Taller de escritura #2 

5 M, 20 febrero Película: Retorno a Hansala (dir. Chus Gutiérrez)  
 V, 22 febrero Película: Retorno a Hansala (dir. Chus Gutiérrez) (T; artículo) 

 

 L, 25 febrero Introducción a la poesía. Vocabulario poético   
“Amanecer”, Juan Ramón Jiménez (España)  

**Entregar: Informe #1 

 

6 M, 27 febrero “Amanecer”, continuado y “Perfección”, Jorge Guillén (España) 
 V, 1º marzo “Ballet de papel”, Claudio Rodríguez (España) 

 

 L, 4 marzo Soneto XXIII, “En tanto que…”, Garcilaso de la Vega (España) 

7 M, 6 marzo Soneto CLXVI, “Mientras por competir…”, Luis de Góngora (España) 
 V, 8 marzo Los sonetos renacentistas y barrocos (T) 

**Entregar: planes del proyecto final; hoja de participación 5-7 

 

 

 

 

11-15 marzo 

 

 

VACACIONES DE LA PRIMAVERA 

 L, 18 marzo Película: Yo, la peor de todas (YouTube); “Hombres necios”, Sor Juana 

Inés de la Cruz (México) 

8 M, 20 marzo “Tú me quieres blanca”, Alfonsina Storni (Argentina) 

 V, 22 marzo “Mujer negra”, Nancy Morejón (Cuba) (T) 

 



 L, 25 marzo Taller de escritura #2 

9 M, 27 marzo Película: TBD 

 V, 29 marzo Película: TBD (T) 

 L, 1 abril Examen parcial – por cita  

10 M, 3 abril Examen parcial – por cita  
 V, 5 abril No hay clase / **Entregar: Informe #2 (antes de las 2:00pm) 

 

 L, 8 abril  No hay clase / Trabajar en los proyectos finales; tarea para el 

miércoles en Canvas 

11 M, 10 abril En clase - trabajar en los proyectos finales 
 V, 12 abril Introducción al teatro. Vocabulario dramático 

El contexto cultural e histórico de En la ardiente oscuridad, Antonio 

Buero Vallejo (España, 1947; estreno, 1950) 

**Entregar: hoja de participación 8-11 

 

 L, 15 abril En la ardiente oscuridad – acto I, parte 1 

12 M, 17 abril En la ardiente oscuridad – acto I, parte 2 (T) 
 V, 19 abril En la ardiente oscuridad – acto II, parte 1 

 

 L, 22 abril  En la ardiente oscuridad – acto II, parte 2 

13 M, 24 abril En la ardiente oscuridad – acto III, parte 1 
 V, 25 abril En la ardiente oscuridad – acto III, parte 2 (fin de la obra) (T) 

 

 L, 29 abril En la ardiente oscuridad – análisis de la obra 

14 M, 1º mayo Taller de escritura #3 
 V, 3 mayo. Artículo crítico y (JSTOR)  

 

 L, 6 mayo Proyectos y presentaciones 

15 M, 8 mayo  Proyectos y presentaciones 
 V, 10 mayo Proyectos y presentaciones  

Repaso y conclusión del curso 

**Entregar: Informe #3 (entre el 6-10); hoja de participación 9-12 

 

 


