
Kansas State University – Spanish 568 (Spring 2018) 

Literature of Spanish America 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 12:30-1:20 pm 

Eisenhower Hall 012 
 

Dr. Rebecca M. Bender (rmbender@ksu.edu)  

Office: 107 Eisenhower Hall 

Office hours: Monday 10-11am, Wednesday 4-5pm, and by appointment 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course consists of the analysis of representative works of Spanish American literature, from 

pre-Colombian times and the arrival of the Spanish through the present day. We will not only 

read and analysis canonical texts, representative of the literature from various regions of South 

and Central America, Mexico, and the Caribbean, but also literature produced by (previously) 

marginalized groups and individuals (women, indigenous culture, those who did not necessarily 

conform to the aesthetic expectations of their era, etc.). We will explore themes such as cultural 

hybridity, nationalism, race and language, love and sexuality, civilization and barbarie, family 

and traditional gender roles (el machismo), and the ideology of hegemonic institutions that 

defined and supported a certain ideal image of national or regional values. We will consider the 

impact of literature and art, and how these creative mediums may serve to reinforce such 

traditional images, or to reject, redefine, or manipulate them. We will combine the reading of 

literary texts with the study of historical, cultural, and aesthetic trends. We will read and analyze 

novels, short stories, poetry, essays, and film in Spanish, together with a sample of secondary 

texts (historical and critical) in order to better understand the complex and multifaceted 

trajectory of Spanish American literature.  

 

OBJETIVOS DEL CURSO 
(1) Become familiar with the most representative works of Spanish American fiction and the 

historical and cultural contexts in which they were produced.  

(2)  Use appropriate literary and analytic vocabulary to discuss narrative prose, poetry, theater, 

and film. Carry out critical analyses based on careful, close-readings of the texts.   

(3) Analyze distinct literary representations of the individual, the society or community, and the 

nations of Spanish America from pre-Colombian times to the present.   

(4) Compare the visions and aesthetic tendencies of writers from different regions in order to 

understand how ideas are both promoted and 

transformed by culture and history.  

(5) Analyze literary and historical texts in order 

to effectively express original interpretations 

in both spoken and written Spanish.  

(6) Summarize and evaluate a critical article 

about a literary text; incorporate critical 

articles into a research paper.  

(7) Resumir y evaluar un artículo crítico (de un 

texto literario) y luego incorporar artículos 

críticos a un ensayo de investigación y 

análisis literario.  

(8) Write an analytic research paper, in MLA 

style, presenting a logical argument supported with both textual and historical evidence.   
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REQUIRED BOOKS AND READINGS 
 Printed readings (cuentos/poesía): You must PRINT ALL readings available in 

Canvas. Unless otherwise stated you may NOT bring electronic texts to class, given 

that discussion of texts will be based on close-reading and analysis – it is always 

necessary to underline, highlight, or otherwise mark the text while you read. For these 

reasons, plan to budget sufficiently so that you are able to print required readings. 

 a 3-ring binder  

 

EVALUATION 

 Participation        15%  

 Short commentaries, daily homework, quizzes  20% 

 Midterm         15%  

 Presentation        10%  

 Final Exam/Creative Project     15%  

 Final paper and portfolio (including drafts/prep.)  25% 

 

At K-State the following grading scale is used. In this course, grades are distributed as follows: 

A  90.0-100: excellent, outstanding 

B  80-89.99: very good 

C  70-79.99: acceptable 

D  65-69.99: poor 

F    < 64.99: insufficient; failure 

XF  Violation of the K-State Honor Code (Academic Honesty)  

 

Participation (15%) 

The participation grade is not only based on attendance (which is obligatory), but also on the 

active participation in class discussions and activities on a daily basis.  

Active class participation includes: 

 The use of Spanish with the professor and classmates – English is prohibited (The most 

important thing is that you speak in Spanish; you earn participation points for speaking 

and conversing to the best of your abilities, not for grammatical accuracy)  

 Preparation (completing readings; writing complete answers and finishing daily 

homework; asking questions; sharing observations; looking up new words, references, or 

concepts in the dictionary and/or online before class).  

 You are responsible for grading your own participation: you will turn in your grade 4 

times during the semester (Participation Sheet in Canvas). Each class is worth 10 points.  

Attendance policy: 

 Attendance is mandatory – you may miss three (3) classes without losing points on your 

final grade, but you will lose points for participation, according to that polity.  

 You will lose 5% from your final grade for each missed class after the first 3. The 

limit of absences is 6 – with the 7th absence you receive an F, no exceptions.  

 You must always turn in homework for a missed class, IF YOU WANT TO EARN 

PARTICIPATION POINTS. You may earn 70% of your participation grade (7/10) by 

turning in, on the day you return, the homework that was due the day of your absence. If 

you choose not to turn in homework, your participation grade will be 0 for that day. 



Daily homework, comentarios cortos, and quizzes (20%) 
 

Homework: So that you are best prepared to discus and analyze the readings and literature each 

day, there will be daily homework in this class. Each reading will be accompanied by discussion 

questions (in Canvas) that will prepare you to participate in class discussions, share your ideas, 

and ask questions. The professor will collect homework periodically in order to comment on 

your responses, give you feedback, and assign a grade (based on both the content (ideas) and 

form (grammar, vocabulary) of your writing. You will have about 10-12 homework grades 

throughout the semester and they will be evaluated on a scale of 0-10. Homework with many 

basic grammar errors cannot fulfill requirements for A-B (8-10) and will earn a maximum 

of C (7). NO LATE HOMEWORK IS ACCEPTED! 
 

Comentarios cortos: You will write several comentarios cortos (one-page, thesis-driven 

paragraphs) throughout the semester – these will be worth 25 points.  
 

Quizzes: There will be 3-5 quizzes during the semester, with or without advanced notice. 

 

Midterm, written (15%): The midterm exam will be written in class before Spring Break. 

 

Class presentation (10%) 

During the semester, you will give a short presentation to the class on one of the literary texts 

during which you will “teach” a new concept or new historical/literary connections to your 

classmates. You must use at least one pedagogical tool, such as a PowerPoint or a handout, and 

you must base your research on scholarly sources. You must present in Spanish. Presentations 

will be 5-6 minutes in length if done individually; 10-12 minutes if done in pairs (approved by 

professor in advance). 

 

Final Exam / Creative Project (15%):  

You have the option of taking a traditional written final exam or developing a creative project. 

Details can be found on Canvas for the creative project.  

 

Final Paper and Poster (including meeting, preparation, drafts, final) (25%):  

(1) Comparative literary analysis with research: You may select a topic of your choice 

and write a critical essay that pays attention to the text as literature – your argument will 

demonstrate a close-reading and textual analysis. It will include TWO texts, one from the 

syllabus and one NOT read in class. I can give you a list of suggestions based on your 

interests. The essay will be 6-8 pages in length, written in MLA style. You should begin 

thinking of a topic for this final project from the first week of class. As soon as you find a 

topic that interests you, send me an email or stop by my office to discuss it.  

(2) Poster and presentation or project: You will create a poster (that will also function as a 

cover page) that will include the title of your paper, your thesis or a summary of the main 

argument or research questions, and 3 images that capture the importance of your themes 

(or course themes). This poster and mini-presentation will be prepared in Spanish for a 

general audience.  

(3) Reflection or personal evaluation of your progress in the course. You may discuss one 

reading in particular, a specific topic or theme that made an impression on you, or some 

questions for further reading and research (500 words).  



GENERAL COURSE POLICIES AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

 Deadlines – All deadlines appear on the syllabus. If you are absent, your assignment is still 

due on the date indicated and, if you cannot attend class, you should email me your 

assignment no later than our class meeting time. If you do not send your assignment, you will 

lose one letter grade for each day it is late.  

Exception: Comentarios cortos are NOT accepted past the deadline.  

Quizzes and exams: There are no make-ups. Pay attention to the dates on the syllabus. If 

you missed an unannounced quiz, you may speak with the professor to discuss an alternative. 

 

 

 E-mail and communication: Communication with your professor is essential for success in 

college level courses. Consult with me immediately if you have questions or concerns about 

the course or your progress – send me an email (rmbender@ksu.edu) or stop by my office 

(EH 107). Typically I respond quickly, however if you email me after 8:00pm it is possible 

that you will not receive a response until the next morning; on weekends (Fri. 5pm – Sun. 

5pm) a response could take 12-24 hours.  
 

 

 Movies – Movies will be on reserve in Hale Library; sometimes there will be links in Canvas 

to watch them online, or they will be available on Netflix or Amazon. We will NOT watch 

movies in class. You must watch movies BEFORE the class dedicated to their discussion. 
 

 

 Grammar and writing – Although this course does not focus explicitly on grammar, one of 

the objectives of the oral and written assignments is to improve your control of basic and 

advanced grammar structures and vocabulary. You are responsible for revising your 

written work and avoiding basic errors. An excessive amount of grammatical errors may 

result in the loss of 1-2 letter grades (up to 20 points) from the writing assignment.  
 

 

 Dictionaries – Online translators are prohibited and their use will be considered a 

violation of the Academic Honesty code. Online dictionaries are not the same as instant 

translators, and in fact you are encouraged to consult the following online resources:  

o www.wordreference.com – Spanish/English; there are also discussion forums for 

common phrases, a verb conjugator, and a free App for your smartphone.  

o www.spanishdict.com – Spanish/English; similar to WordReference, but without 

discussion forums. It also provides a variety of informal and colloquial words (slang).  

o www.rae.es – Spanish/Spanish. Diccionario de la Real Academia Española. Especially 

useful for finding less common words in Spanish that may not have English equivalents.  
 

 

 Social Media: Social media can be very useful for academic purposes – especially in 

conversation and literature courses. Follow me on Twitter where I share articles and links 

related to my ongoing projects and current courses at Kansas State, or visit my blog 

(www.rebeccambender.wordpress.com) to learn more about my research.  

                           @rebeccadactyl  Course hashtag: #Span568KSU 

 

mailto:rmbender@ksu.edu
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KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
 

Academic Dishonesty:  

Kansas State University has an Honor System based on personal integrity, which is presumed to be 

sufficient assurance that, in academic matters, one's work is performed honestly and without unauthorized 

assistance. Undergraduate and graduate students, by registration, acknowledge the jurisdiction of the 

Honor System (www.k-state.edu/honor). The policies and procedures of the Honor System apply to all 

full and part-time students enrolled in undergraduate and graduate courses on-campus, off-campus, and 

via distance learning. A component vital to the Honor System is the inclusion of the Honor Pledge which 

applies to all assignments, examinations, or other course work undertaken by students. The Honor Pledge 

is implied, whether or not it is stated: "On my honor, as a student, I have neither given nor received 

unauthorized aid on this academic work." A grade of XF can result from a breach of academic honesty. 

The F indicates failure in the course; the X indicates the reason is an Honor Pledge violation. 
 

Academic dishonesty, as defined by the Honor System, includes, but is not limited to: 

 Turning in work that you have purchased, been 

given, or that another person has done; 

 Turning in a paper for which you have received 

excessive assistance from a tutor/friend; 

 Turning in someone else’s work that you have 

downloaded or copied from the Internet; 

 Including others’ ideas in your work without 

giving credit (i.e. including correct citation); 

 Using an Internet translator or other 

electronic translator, or having a Spanish-

speaking friend of family member translate 

your written assignments to Spanish. 

 

Concealed Carry Statement  

Under the Weapons Policy, individuals who carry a concealed handgun must have the handgun on or 

about their person at all times. Backpacks are appropriate for carrying a handgun as long as the backpack 

remains within the exclusive and uninterrupted control of the individual. A backpack or other bag used to 

carry a handgun must be within the immediate reach of the individual. Before bringing a concealed carry 

handgun into a University building, individuals who choose to carry a concealed handgun in a bag, etc., 

should consider whether or not they may be required to be separated from their handgun, such as being 

asked to go to the front of a classroom or to store bags in a particular area in a lab or exam room. ** In 

this class, students will regularly participate in activities like group work, board-work, or 

performing short skits or role-plays. These activities may require students to either be separated 

from their bags or be prepared to keep their bags with them at all times during such activities. A 

student who carries a concealed handgun in a backpack or a bag may take steps to conceal the 

handgun on his or her person before arriving, or otherwise plan accordingly. Students are 

encouraged to take the online weapons policy education module to ensure they understand the 

requirements related to concealed carry: http://www.k-state.edu/police/weapons/index.html.  
 

Academic Accommodations: Students with disabilities who need classroom accommodations, access to 

technology, or information about emergency building/campus evacuation processes should contact the 

Student Access Center and/or their instructor.  Services are available to students with a wide range of 

physical or learning disabilities, medical conditions, attention deficit disorder, depression, and anxiety.  If 

you are a student enrolled in courses at the Manhattan campus, contact the Student Access Center at 

accesscenter@k-state.edu, 202 Holton Hall, 785-532-6441. 
 

University Policy on Sexual Harassment:  KSU prohibits sexual harassment, defined as any behavior, 

which, through inappropriate sexual content or disparagement of members of either sex, interferes with an 

individual’s work or learning environment. It will not be tolerated in any fashion in this course, nor will 

any other sort of discrimination based on race, national origin, disability or other grounds. 

http://www.k-state.edu/honor
http://www.k-state.edu/police/weapons/index.html
http://www.k-state.edu/accesscenter/
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SPN 568 – Prof. Bender        Primavera 2018 

* La profesora tendrá derecho de cambiar este horario y/o las lecturas durante el semestre.  
 

HORARIO TENTATIVO DEL CURSO 
 

(all page numbers refer to the pages of the documents posted in Canvas; 

PG = preguntas generales / PA = preguntas de análisis) 

 fecha en clase discutimos:  

 L, 15 enero No hay clase – Día de Martin Luther King, Jr. 

1 M, 17 enero Introducción al curso – Geografía e hibridez cultural. 

¿Qué es la literatura latinoamericana/hispanoamericana? “América 

invertida”, Joaquín Torres-García (Uruguay, 1943)  

 

 V, 19 enero Unidad 1: Discursos de la conquista y la hibridez cultural 
Voces amerindias. Popol Vuh – lectura y tareas en Canvas: 

Leer pp. 2-3 (1.1), pp. 13-17 / Escribir: p. 21, PG #6 y PA #1 

 

 L, 22 enero Popol Vuh y poesía náhuatl 

Leer: pp. 16-20 / Escribir: p. 21-22, PA #3,4, 6 (Canvas) 

 

2 M, 24 enero. Discursos de la conquista y crónicas del “nuevo mundo” 

Las cartas: Cristóbal Colón, “Carta a Luis de Santángel”  

Lectura y tarea en packet, pp. 3-5 

 

 V, 26 enero La protesta: Bartolomé de las Casas, “Historia de las Indias” (Canvas) 

 

 L, 29 enero El escritor hispanoamericano: El Inca Garcilaso de la Vega, Comentarios 

reales de los Incas.  

Lectura/tarea en Canvas: Leer: pp. 61-68 / Escribir p. 68, PG #1 y PA # 1,3,6  

Entregar: Comentario #1 

 

3 M, 31 enero. Ver película antes de clase: También la lluvia (dir. Icíar Bollaín, 2010):  

Escribir: guía y preguntas de discusión (packet, p. 6) 

 

 V, 2 febrero. Discutir: También la lluvia (dir. Icíar Bollaín, 2010): 

Leer el artículo en Canvas y contestar las preguntas en la p. 7 del packet 

 

 L, 5 febrero. Julio Cortázar, “La noche boca arriba” (Argentina, 1956)  

Lectura y tarea en packet, pp. 8-16 

 

4 M, 7 febrero. Octavio Paz, “Hijos de Malinche” (México, 1950)  

Lectura y tarea en Canvas 

 

 V, 9 febrero. Elena Garro, “La culpa es de las tlaxcaltecas” (México, 1964)  

Lectura (Canvas) y Tarea #1 (packet, p. 17)  

 



 

 L, 12 febrero. Unidad 2: La voz de la mujer 
Elena Garro, “La culpa es de las tlaxcaltecas” (México, 1964)  

Lectura (Canvas) y Tarea #2 (packet, p. 18)  

 

5 M, 14 febrero. Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz (1651-1695) 

Leer en Canvas: p. 8 (todo); pp. 75-77 (biografía) 

Ver película antes de clase: Yo, la peor de todas (dir. María Luisa 

Bemberg, 1990): https://youtu.be/PTI7H1ohD2M  

Contestar las preguntas en el packet (pp. 19-20) 

 

 V, 16 febrero. Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, (México, 1680?) 

Redondilla I, “Hombres necios…” (lectura y tarea en packet, pp. 20-22, y 

p. 95 de análisis poético) 

Entregar: Comentario #2 

 

 L, 19 febrero. Alfonsina Storni, “Tú me quieres blanca” y “Hombre pequeñito” 

(Argentina 1918). (poemas en packet, pp. 23-25; tarea p. 95 del packet, 

guía para analizar poesía - completa una guía para cada poema)  

 

6 M, 21 febrero. Julia de Burgos, “A Julia de Burgos” (Puerto Rico, 1941) 

(poema y tarea en packet, pp. 26-29, y p. 95 guía para analizar poesía) 

 

 V, 23 febrero María Luisa Bombal, “El árbol” (Chile 1939)  

Lectura (Canvas) y Tarea #1 (packet p. 29) 

 

 L, 16 febrero. María Luisa Bombal, “El árbol” (Chile 1939)  

Lectura (Canvas) y Tarea #2 (packet p. 30) 

 

7 M, 28 febrero  Rosario Castellanos, “Lección de cocina” (México, 1971) 

Leer p. 31-36 de packet y escribir la tarea #1 en la página 41. 

 

 V, 2 marzo Rosario Castellanos, “Lección de cocina” (México, 1971) 

Leer p. 36-40 de packet y escribir la tarea #1 en la página 42. 

 

 L, 5 marzo Rosario Ferré, “La muñeca menor” (Puerto Rico 1976), pp. 535-41.  

Tarea, p. 43, Cuento, pp. 44-48 del packet.  

MEETING: you must arrange a time to meet with me between March 

5-14 to discuss your ideas and interests for the final paper.  

 

8 M, 7 marzo Anna María Shua, “Como una buena madre” (Argentina 2001).  

Cuento (packet, pp. 49-58). Tarea anunciada en Canvas.  

 

 V, 9 marzo Anna María Shua, “Como una buena madre” (Argentina 2001).  

Cuento (packet, pp. 49-58). Tarea anunciada en Canvas.  

Entregar: Comentario #3, antes de las 5:00 de la tarde 

 

 

https://youtu.be/PTI7H1ohD2M


 L, 12 marzo Repaso 

9 M, 14 marzo Repaso 

 V, 16 marzo EXAMEN PARCIAL 

  

19-23 marzo 

 

VACACIONES DE LA PRIMAVERA 

 

 L, 26 marzo.  Unidad 3: La tierra y la nación 
Esteban Echevarría, “El matadero” (Argentina 1840) (todo en Canvas) 

Leer p. 107 (2.4-2.4.1) y pp. 120-124, línea 91  

Escribir: p. 135, PG #1,2,5 

Entregar: tema y textos para el trabajo final 

 

10 M, 28 marzo. Esteban Echevarría, “El matadero” (Argentina 1840) 

(Canvas) Leer pp. 124, línea 92 -129, final / Escribir: p. 135, PA #1,2,3,4 

 

 V, 30 marzo Esteban Echevarría, “El matadero” (Argentina 1840) 

(Canvas) Leer: pp. 130-135 / Escribir: p. 135, PA #3,4,5,6 

 

 L, 2 abril Domingo Faustino Sarmiento, Facundo: Civilización y barbarie 

(Argentina 1845), selecciones. Lectura y tarea en Canvas 

 

11 M, 4 abril. El gaucho. José Hernández, “Martín Fierro” (Argentina 1872) 

Lectura y tarea en Canvas: pp. 175-85 y resumir cada página del poema 

en una oración. Escribir: p. 185 PG #1,3 / PA # 1, 5, 6 

 

 V, 6 abril. El ensayo. José Martí, “Nuestra América” (Cuba, 1891) 

Lectura y tarea en Canvas. 

Leer pp. 207-08, 216-21 / Escribir: p. 221 PG #1,4 y PA #8. Selecciona 2 

oraciones de “Nuestra América” que te llamaron la atención; cítalas y 

prepárate para compartir tus ideas e interpretaciones con la clase.  

 

 L, 9 abril.  Literatura fantástica. Jorge Luis Borges, “El sur” (Argentina, 1953) 

Lectura y tarea en packet, pp. 59-64. 

 

12 M, 11 abril. Trabajar en los proyectos finales – escribir un draft para el lunes 

 

 V, 13 abril. Trabajar en los proyectos finales – escribir un draft para el lunes 

 

 L, 16 abril. El realismo mágico. Gabriel García Márquez, “El ahogado más hermoso 

del mundo” (Colombia, 1968) 

Lectura y tarea en packet, pp. 65-71 

Entregar: draft del trabajo final (4 pgs) que incluye “close-readings” 

de 1 pasaje de cada texto y una discusión de 2 fuentes secundarias.  

 

13 M, 18 abril. Unidad 4: Poesía hispanoamericana del siglo XX 
Modernismo: Rubén Darío (Nicaragua 1888-1905).  

Leer en Canvas, pp. 201-04; 240-42;  



Leer en el packet: “Sonatina” (pp. 72-73); “El cisne” (p. 74) 

Para cada poema, identifica un elemento típico del modernismo 

 

 V, 20 abril. Modernismo y posmodernismo: Delmira Agustini (Uruguay 1907-24) 

Leer “El cisne” en el packet, pp. 75-76  

Escribir: Hacer una lista de las características de (A) el cisne de Darío y 

(B) el cisne de Agustini.  

 

 L, 23 abril. Vanguardia: Vicente Huidobro 

Leer en Cavas: pp. 285-88 (4.3 y 4.4, las vanguardias) 

Leer en el packet, Altazor, pp. 77-80 y contestar las preguntas en la p. 80 

Entregar: Comentario #4 

 

14 M, 25 abril.  Nicolas Guillén, Motivos de son (Cuba, 1931-34) 

“Búcate plata” y “Sensemayá” 

Leer y escribir en el packet pp. 81-83  

 

 V, 27 abril Nicolas Guillén, “Balada de los dos abuelos” (Cuba, 1934) 

Leer el poema en el packet, pp. 84-85; tarea contestar las preguntas en la 

p. 85 y completar la guía para analizar poesía en la p. 95 

 

 L,30 abril Nancy Morejón, “Mujer negra” (Cuba 1975) 

Leer el poema en el packet, pp. 86-87 y completar la guía para analizar 

poesía en la p. 95 

 

15 M, 2 mayo Taller de escritura – pulir los trabajos finales y trabajar en los carteles 

Entregar: el cartel completo en versión PDF (por email) antes de las 5:00 

de la tarde el 3 de mayo (jueves) 

 

 V, 4 mayo Conclusión del curso – presentación de los proyectos y carteles  

Entregar: Comentario #5 (opcional), en clase  

ENTREGAR EL TRABAJO FINAL 

 

 

 

7-11 mayo 

 

Examen/proyecto creativo: lunes, 7 de mayo, 11:50am-1:40pm 
 

 


