
Spanish 105: Introduction to the Spanish Language 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, 1:15-2:05pm 

ARH 322 – Fall 2013 

 

Dr. Rebecca M. Bender (benderre@grinnell.edu)  

Office: ARH 220D  

Office hours:  Monday 11-12pm, Wednesday 1-2pm,  

Thursday 2-4pm, and by appointment 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course will introduce students to the Spanish language and culture. The class sessions will 

be conducted entirely in Spanish using a predominantly communicative approach to language 

learning. The instructor will facilitate students’ acquisition of Spanish through presentations, 

guided group-activities, class conversations, vocabulary and grammar activities, and written and 

oral assessments. Students will work towards accomplishing the following goals: 

 

LISTENING 

 Listen for general understanding and/or 

specific details. 

 Understand instructions and brief 

presentations by instructor. 

 Understand native speakers giving brief 

descriptions, narrations, and dialogues. 

READING 

 Improve reading comprehension through 

strategies like skimming, scanning, and 

guessing meanings of words from context. 

 Understand authentic Spanish texts of 

various kinds. 

 Read without translating from English. 

SPEAKING 

 Ask and answer questions using the 

vocabulary and structures studied. 

 Interview other students on topics studied. 

 Summarize interviews with other students. 

 Talk about present, past and future events 

using different verb tenses. 

WRITING 

 Begin to develop organized and coherent 

paragraphs with grammatical accuracy. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS 

 Puntos de partida (McGraw-Hill), 9
th

 Edition. 

 Workbook/Laboratory Manual to accompany Puntos de partida, volume 1. 

mailto:benderre@grinnell.edu


COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION 

 

 20% - Participation (participación) 

Active participation in all class meetings is essential to your success in learning Spanish. A 

participation grade is assigned for each class, based on the following expectations: 

 Arrival to class on time, and attendance during the entire class meeting. 

 Preparation (completing homework) and participation (volunteering your answers and 

asking questions as we review assignments in class). 

 Volunteering, speaking when called on, and asking questions during class activities. 

 Taking full advantage of small-group activities: staying on topic, speaking Spanish 

only, and asking the instructor for another task if you finish early. 

 4 days of Mostrar y hablar: sign up will be during week 2. 

I will assign you a daily participation grade based on a scale of 0–4. Please not that a late 

arrival cannot earn a grade of 4: 

4 exceeds expectations 

 3 meets expectations 

 2 does not meet expectations 

 1 no participation 

 0 absent 

 

 10% - Workbook/Lab Manual (libro de actividades), Quizzes (pruebas) 

You will have homework every day, including Workbook/Lab Manual exercises. Some 

exercises require you to listen to recordings online; these audio files are available on P-Web 

in the “Puntos de Partida” folder. The assignments are listed on the course schedule and 

should be completed for the following class meeting. Homework for each chapter will be 

collected in class on the day of the respective chapter exam. Please correct your work 

(answers are in the back of the workbook) using contrasting ink so that I may distinguish 

your original work. Uncorrected work will be considered incomplete. Occasional quizzes 

will be brief and may be announced or unannounced. 

 

 12% - Compositions (3) (3 composiciones, 4% cada una)) 

This semester you will write three short compositions on a variety of topics. They will be 

graded for content, organization and grammar. You will write a rough draft that will be peer-

edited in class, then a final version. Both versions must meet the requirements of content and 

length outlined in the instructions; do not submit incomplete rough drafts. Both versions 

should be done on the computer, double-spaced, with 12 pt. Times New Roman font, 1-inch 

margins on all sides, and no unnecessary blank spaces in headers or titles. 

 

 10% - Readings (lecturas) 

You will have several reading assignments throughout the semester. The assignments can be 

found on P-web under “Lecturas,” and always include both the reading and reading 

comprehension exercises. Please print out these readings, read and complete the 

accompanying written assignment, and bring a copy to class on the day indicated on the 

syllabus. Be prepared to discuss the reading and to share your responses with the class. You 

may neatly hand-write your answers, or you may type them out, double-spaced.  



 7% - Cultural Project (proyecto cultural) 

This will be an in-class oral presentation done in small groups. More details TBA. 

 

 34% Exams – 6 Chapter Review Exams, 24% (4% each), Cumulative Final Exam, 10% 

Exams will cover all material studied in each chapter, and will include sections on listening, 

reading, vocabulary, grammar, and writing. You will take six chapter exams and a final. 

 

 7% - Oral Exam (examen oral) 7% 

Students will demonstrate proficiency in speaking and listening skills at the end of the 

semester. More details TBA. 

 

 

GRADING SCALE 

 A 95–100  B 83–86   C 70–76 

 A– 90–94   B– 80–82   D 61–69 

 B+ 87–89   C+ 77–79   F 0–60 

 

 

CLASS POLICIES 

 

 Absences, Late Work, and Makeup policies – You are allowed a total of four (4) absences 

throughout the semester, no questions asked (equivalent of one week of instruction). This 

policy includes both “excused” and “unexcused” absences, so please budget these misses 

accordingly. While these first four absences will not affect your final course grade, you do 

need to submit a make-up assignment as outlined below in order to receive “participation” 

points for that day (note: participation is not the same as attendance). For the fifth absence 

and each subsequent absence, you will receive a zero for that day’s participation and a 

one-point penalty off of your FINAL COURSE AVERAGE at the end of the semester.  

Make-up assignments: If you miss class for any reason, including a College activity, 

religious observance, illness or other personal situation, you may only earn your daily 

participation grade by completing a make-up assignment. The “makeup assignments” are 

simply to complete and submit all homework that was due for the day you were absent. If 

you complete your pasaporte prior to Thursday, September 5
th

, this will allow you to miss 

ONE class without completing any makeup work.  Except for the pasaporte, which is 

completed in advance, you must submit all makeup assignments on the day you return to 

class. Make-up assignments will not be accepted after the end of class on the day you return.  

Exceptions: Absences on the due date of the first draft of a composition, or on the day of 

an exam or a group presentation, are not covered by the policy outlined above. In these 

cases, only anticipated absences (College activity, religious holiday) will be excused only if 

cleared with the instructor in advance; unanticipated absences due to illness require written 

documentation from a medical professional. Note: Student Health will not issue verification 

of minor illnesses, only of serious medical issues (mono, strep throat, surgery or injury). 

Only serious medical issues will justify absence on the day of an exam or a presentation. If 

your absence is unexcused, you will earn a zero on the exam or presentation.   



 Due dates – I do not accept late work. The due dates for all assignments are listed on the 

course schedule. Missing class on the day an assignment is due does not change the due date. 

If you must be absent on a due date, you may submit your assignment by e-mail no later 

than the time class begins – 1:15pm.  
 

 Spanish only – Spanish will be the language of instruction in this class. You should make 

every effort to ask questions in Spanish and to avoid the use of English. The use of English in 

class will result in a lowered participation grade. 

 

 E-mail and communication. Feel free to contact me via email or to stop by my office hours 

if you have concerns about the course. Please note that, while I tend to respond to emails 

quite quickly, you may not receive a response until the following day if you contact me after 

7:00pm. On weekends (Fri. 5pm – Sun 5pm) a response might take 12-48 hours.  

 

 Writing Assignments and Academic Honesty – Use of automatic translation services (e.g., 

Google Translate) is prohibited in Spanish 105. You learn nothing by writing sentences in 

your native language and translating them automatically into Spanish. These translators are 

often inaccurate, and I can easily tell when they have been used. Additionally, please 

consider the following excerpt from page 11 of the Student Handbook: 

When you submit a report, paper, examination, homework assignment, or 

computer program, you are claiming that its form and content represent your own 

work, except where you have clearly and specifically cited other sources. 

It is a violation of the academic honesty policy to represent as your own work text produced 

by an automatic translator. Any assignment I suspect has been completed using automatic 

translation will be brought to the attention of the Committee on Academic Standing. 

 

USEFUL RESOURCES:  

 Online dictionaries: Dictionaries are not the same as translators, and a few online sites can 

be extremely helpful when both reading Spanish texts and when writing your compositions. 

o www.wordreference.com – Spanish/English dictionary; useful discussion forums at the 

bottom of each entry that contain common phrases employing the word you searched. 

Also contains a verb conjugation chart and a thesaurus.  

o www.spanishdict.com –a Spanish/English dictionary similar to WordReference, but 

without discussion forums or phrases. This dictionary, however, contains a variety of less 

commonly used, or colloquial (slang) Spanish vocabulary. 

o www.rae.es – Diccionario de la Real Academia Española. Spanish-Spanish dictionary. ;  

 

 Disabilities – If you have specific physical, psychiatric, or learning disabilities and require 

accommodations, please let me know early in the semester so that your learning needs may 

be met. You will need to provide documentation to the Dean for Student Academic Support 

and Advising, Joyce Stern, in the 3
rd

 floor of the Rosenfield Center (x3702). 

 

 Spanish Lab – The Lab is open Sundays, Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:00-9:00 PM in 

ARH 223. Tutors can help you with homework assignments and oral exam preparation, if 

you provide them with appropriate materials. If you need study materials to take to the 

Spanish Lab, consult with the professor.  

http://www.wordreference.com/
http://www.spanishdict.com/
http://www.rae.es/
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HORARIO TENTATIVO DEL CURSO 

 

PdP = Puntos de Partida – Must be read and studied before the class meeting. When you 

come to class, then, you should recognize most of the vocabulary words in speech and writing. 

You should also read grammar explanations and come to class ready to ask questions.  

 

WB = Workbook. These assignments are done after the class meeting. The exercises are to be 

completed immediately following class and prior to the next class.  

 

FECHA Ch. TEMAS 

1 

29–30 

agosto 

J, 29 1 Presentación del curso 

Saludos y expresiones de cortesía (leer PdP 4–5; completar WB 1–4: 

A, B, C, F, G, H) 

V, 

30 

1 El alfabeto español (PdP 7; WB 4–5: A, B) 

El verbo ser – lección 1 (PdP 8–9; WB 6–7: A, B, D) 

Los números del 0–30 (PdP 12; WB 9–11: A, C, D) 

2 

2–6 

Sept. 

L, 2 1 

2 

Hay (PdP 13) 

En el salón de clase (PdP 26; WB 21–24: B, C) 

M, 3 1 

2 

La hora (PdP 16; WB 13–15: B, C, D) 

Las materias (PdP 28; WB 24–25: A, B, C) 

J, 5 2 Los pronombres de sujeto (PdP 38–39, 82) 

Presente de indicativo de los verbos en -ar (PdP 39–41; WB 32–34: A, 

B, C, D, E, F) – Último día para entregar “pasaportes” 

V, 6 2 Las palabras interrogativas (PdP 29–30; WB 26–27: A, B, C) 

Los artículos definidos e indefinidos y el género y el número de los 

nombres (PdP 32–34, 35–36; WB 28–29: A, B, C, 29–31: A, B, E, F) 

3 

9–13 

Sept. 

L, 9  Lectura 1 

Repaso (WB 18 A; 20 F; 38 B; 44 C; 46 G) 

M, 

10 

 Examen 1 – Ch. 1-2 
Entregar tarea de Workbook (corregida) 

J, 12 3 Vocabulario: la familia (PdP 60; WB 47–50: A, C, D, E) 

Los números del 31–100 (PdP 62; WB 50–51: B) 

Los números de teléfono y la expresión de la edad con tener (PdP 63) 

V, 

13 

3 Los adjetivos: forma y colocación (PdP 66–68; WB 56–59: B, C, E, G) 

Vocabulario de adjetivos (PdP 64; WB 52–55: A, B, D) 

Los adjetivos de nacionalidad (PdP 70) 

4 

16–20 

Sept. 

L, 

16 

3 El verbo ser – lección 2 (PdP 72–73; WB 60–62: A, C, D) 

Conversación: Cómo dar explicaciones (PdP 75) 

M, 

17 

3 

 

Los adjetivos y pronombres posesivos (PdP 77–78, 501; WB 63–64: A, 

C, D) 

J, 19 3 Presente de indicativo de los verbos en -er, -ir (PdP 80–82; WB 65–69: 

B, C, E) 

La expresión de frecuencia (PdP 84) 

V, 

20 

 Lectura 2 

Repaso (WB 69 B; 75 A; 76 B, C, E; 78 H) 



5 

23–27 

Sept. 

L, 

23 

 

 

Revisión de Composición 1 – en clase (bring first draft to class; printed out; 

typed and double-spaced) 

M, 

24 

 Examen 2 – Ch. 3 
Entregar tarea de Workbook (corregida) 

J, 26 4 Vocabulario: la ropa (PdP 98–99; WB 79–82: A, E, F) 

Los colores (PdP 101; WB 82–83: A, B) 

Preguntas coletilla (PdP 100) 

Entregar versión final de Composición 1 

V, 

27 

4 Los números a partir del 100 (PdP 103; WB 84–85: A, C) 
Los adjetivos/pronombres demostrativos (PdP 107–09; WB 87–89: A, B, C) 

6 

30 

Sept.–4 

octubre 

L, 

30 

4 Presente de verbos irregulares: tener, venir, preferir, querer, poder 

(PdP 111–12; WB 89–91: B, D) 

M, 1 4 Presente de verbos irregulares (cont.) 

Expresiones con el verbo tener (PdP 112–13; WB 89–91: E) 

J, 3 4 Ir e ir a + infinitivo (PdP 116–17; WB 91–93: A, B, E) 

Las contracciones del y al (PdP 74, 116) 

Mucho y poco (PdP 114) 

V, 4  Lectura 3 

Repaso (WB 94 A; 99 A; 100 B, C; 102 E) 

7 

7–11 

octubre 

L, 7  Examen 3 – Ch. 4 

Entregar tarea de Workbook (corregida) 

M, 8 5 Vocabulario: la casa (PdP 130; WB 103–05: A, B, C, D), los días de la 

semana (PdP 132–33; WB 105–06: A, C) 

Las preposiciones de tiempo (PdP 133, 134–35; WB 107: A) 

J, 10 5 Verbos irregulares: hacer, oír, poner, salir, traer, ver (PdP 136–38; 

WB 108–09: B, D) 

V, 

11 

5 

 

Verbos con cambio de raíz (PdP 142–44; WB 110–11: B, C, E) 

8 

14–18 

octubre 

L, 

14 

5 Verbos y pronombres reflexivos (PdP 147–49; WB 112–16: A, C, E, F) 

M, 

15 

11 Verbos recíprocos (PdP 338) 

J, 17  Lectura 4 

V, 

18 

 Revisión de Composición 2 – en clase (bring first draft to class; printed out; 

typed and double-spaced) 

21–25 

octubre 
Vacaciones de otoño 

9 

28 

octubre–

1 nov.  

L, 

28 

 Repaso de verbos (WB 116 A; 117 B; 123 B; 126 F) 

M, 

29 

 Examen 4 – Ch. 5  

Entregar tarea de Workbook (corregida) 

J, 31 6 La expresión del tiempo (PdP 164; WB 127–28: B, C) 

Los meses del año; las fechas (PdP 166; WB 129–31: A, C) 

Entregar versión final de Composición 2 

V, 1 6 Las preposiciones de lugar y los pronombres preposicionales (PdP 168; 

WB 131–33: A, B) 



10 

4–8 nov. 

L, 4 6 El presente progresivo (PdP 170–71; WB 135–38: A, B, C, E) 

El gerundio con otros verbos (PdP 174) 

M, 5 6 Contraste ser / estar (PdP 175–76; WB 138–40: A, B, C, E) 

Ser y estar con adjetivos (PdP 176–77) 

J, 7 6 
10 

Las comparaciones (PdP 182–85; WB 141–44: B, C, D, G) 

El superlativo (PdP 307–08) 

V, 8  Lectura 5 

Repaso (WB 145 B; 146 C; 151 A; 152 B; 153 G) 

11 

11–15 

nov. 

L, 

11 

 Examen 5 – Ch. 6  

Entregar tarea de Workbook (corregida) 

M, 

12 

7 Vocabulario: la comida, las comidas  

(PdP 200–01; WB 155–58: B, D) 

J, 14 7 Saber y conocer (PdP 203; WB 158–59: A, C, D) 

Preposición a (PdP 207) 
V, 15  Preparación para el proyecto cultural 

12 

18–22 

nov. 

L, 

18 

7 pronombres de objeto directo (PdP 208; WB 160–65: A, D, E, H, I) 

M, 

19 

7 Los pronombres de objeto directo (cont.) 

Acabar de + infinitivo (PdP 210; WB 165: J) 

J, 21 7 palabras indefinidas y negativas (PdP 212–13; WB 166–68: A, B, C) 

V, 

22 

 Lectura 6 

Repaso (WB 173 A; 174 C; 179 A; 182 E) 

13 

25–29 

nov. 

L, 

25 

 Examen 6 – Ch. 7  
Entregar tarea de Workbook (corregida) 

M, 

26 

8 Vocabulario: los viajes (PdP 232–33; WB 183–86: B, C) 

Vocabulario: las vacaciones (PdP 234; WB 186–87: A, B) 

 J, 28 

V, 29 
 No hay clases 

Feliz día de acción de gracias  

14 

2–6 dic. 

L, 2 8 Los pronombres de objeto indirecto (PdP 238–40; WB 190–92: B, C, 

D, F, H) 

Dar y decir (PdP 240) 

M, 3 8 Los pronombres de objeto indirecto (cont.) 

Gustar y verbos similares (PdP 243–44, 247; WB 193–95: B, C, F) 

J, 5 8 Presentaciones de los proyectos culturales 

V, 6  Pretérito regular (PdP 248–49; WB 195–99: B, C, E) 

Dar, hacer e ir/ser (PdP 250) 

15 

9–13 

dic. 

L, 9 9 Pretérito irregular (PdP 271–72; WB 214–16: B, C, D) 
M, 10 9 Pretérito: cambio de raíz (PdP 275–76; WB 216–18: B, C, D) 

J, 12  Repaso del pretérito 
V, 13  Repaso del pretérito 

Semana de 

exámenes 

Examen oral – by appointment  
Due at oral exam appt: Composición 3, tarea de Workbook (corregida)  

Examen final escrito (TBA) 

The professor reserves the right to modify this syllabus at any point during the semester, with 

reasonable notice given to students. 


